GEISHA                                     83
ing 2,616 metchiai and representing the city's
12,540 geisha (April, 1936). There were twice
as massy geisha, or 24,261, in Tokyo in 1889, a date
when the geisha were at the peak of their popularity.
However, geisha are definitely on the increase since
the munitions workers are now booming the
entertainment business and western style dance-
hall girls and the like have been frowned upon.
The police department listed i$fl$$ geisha \& April,
1939. Whereas their monthly earnings before
1939 averaged 1,562,714 yen in any one month,
though earnings vary according to the season,
they were 2,165,000 yen in January, 1939 and
2,899,000 yen in February of this year.
Mr, Kubo seemed to be a bit at a loss when
asked to explain the complexities of the geisha busi-
ness. He wrinkled his jovial face as he said:
"The trouble is Shimbashi is different from the
rest. I only know about Shimbashi, but I'll do my
best. In the first place we aim here to elevate the
standards of the geisha. We do this by giving the
girls a great deal of personal freedom, by main-
taining the divided system of having the waiting
houses, or m&Uai* where the girls go to meet
customers, and the restaurants and geisha houses,
all separate establishments. In Osaka and other
less modern places, and even in some of the lower